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@ ARTICLES

The Publicity of Global Governance and Its Construction «-«-eeeeeeeeseeeee. Huang Ding & Jiaxin Lyu
Abstract Publicness is not only the external goal of public administration research, but also the
internal attribute of public management discipline. China’s state governance system is the superstructure
of socialist public ownership of the means of production, which makes China have a unique practical
logic of publicness, and profoundly affects the outline of China’s participation in global governance.
When studying how to build a theory for all countries, including China, to jointly self-demonstrate their
publicness in participating in global governance, the paper takes publicness as the context and sorts out
the historical evolution and logical relationship of global publicness, global political publicness and
global governance publicness. With the advent of the era of digital intelligence driven by generative
artificial intelligence and computing power, global publicity is further enhanced, and the improvement
of global political publicness is characterized by the transformation of the pattern from hegemonic power
as the substantive authority to the United Nations as the public authority, providing political potential
energy for the publicness of global governance, and promoting the global governance system to establish
a “people’s view of history” in response to “who’s motivation”. In solving the problem of “how to
motivate” , a demonstration path of preventing falling into the “self-demonstration trap” , transcending
the hegemonic “solitary demonstration cycle” and practicing “common self-demonstration” is opened
up. A global public authority with a growing public character and a China that embraces it can achieve
a win-win situation. A China that upholds the authority of the United Nations and diverse actors that also
recognize the authority of the United Nations can create a win-win situation.

Key Words Global Governance; Public Administration; Publicness; The United Nations

Agenda Driven and Action Empowerment; Government Issue Attention and Official Characteristics in
Policy Diffusion  ««eeeeeeeeeeeesesssmmmmiiiiiiii s Jian Zhou, Yingxin Zhang & Zhichao Li
Abstract Government organizations and individual officials play a critical role in shaping policies.
However, their specific roles in policy diffusion require further theoretical elaboration and empirical
validation. Based on attention allocation theory and the theory of policy entrepreneurship, this study
constructs an “ agenda-driven and action-empowered” analytical framework to explore the roles of
government’s issue attention and individual characteristics of officials in policy diffusion. Using
government data governance agencies as a case study, this research employs survival data from 283
prefecture-level and above cities between 2015 and 2023 and conducts empirical tests using the discrete-
time event history analysis method. The findings indicate the following: (1) Local government’s
attention to specific policy issues promotes policy diffusion in the relevant field, validating the agenda-
driven mechanism; (2) Officials’ capabilities ( such as work experience) enhance policy diffusion,
while their political relationships (such as ties with central authorities ) inhibit policy innovation
diffusion, partially validating the action-empowered mechanism; (3) Officials’ capabilities significantly

reinforce the positive effects of government’s issue attention, whereas their political relationships do not
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show any strengthening effect on government’s issue attention. By revealing the complex interactions
between government’s issue attention and officials” characteristics, this study provides new insights into
the understanding of policy diffusion, contributing to the deepening and expansion of the theoretical
framework.

Key Words Policy Diffusion; Agenda Driven; Action Empowerment; Government Issue Attention;

Official Characteristics

How Legitimacy Pressure and Sense Remaking Boost Policy Reinvention; A Case Study of Digital
Transformation i T SHEEL  «--ecereeeneareeneaearnemenenenenenenenenenenenees Jiaheng Ling & Hongyi Gao
Abstract Policy diffusion in local governments can be manifested as either symbolic adoption or policy
reinvention. Existing studies mainly explain the symbolic adoption of local governments from the
perspective of legitimacy pressure, but there is still a lack of systematic explanation of how legitimacy
pressure boost policy reinvention. Based on the theoretical “least likely” case of the reinvention of T
Street’s digital transformation policy, this study through the causal-process observation find that the key
for local governments to choose policy strategies lies in sensemaking. Sensemaking in the policy process
refers to the process in which local governments understand specific policies based on available
information. In the early stage of policy diffusion, due to incomplete information, local governments
have a deviation in the evaluation of the adaptation degree between their own resources and policy
innovation conditions, and the relative advantages of innovation. In the later, legitimacy pressure is
transformed into the resources of legitimacy, which opens the window of sense remaking and makes local
governments re-evaluate the space of policy innovation. The core of sense remaking is that the key actors
grasp the contingency factors, so that the local government can use the resources of legitimacy to seek
force upward, not only to directly obtain financial resources, and strive for the policy promises. And
homeopathic borrowing superior power, access to other local government between the remote learning
opportunities; At the same time, cohesion, the realization of policy innovation risk sharing between
higher and lower levels of government. After the sense remaking, the local government rediscovered the
feasibility and value of policy reinvention and launched action. This study incorporates sensemaking into
policy diffusion research, answers the question of how legitimacy pressure boost policy reinvention, and
improves the understanding of local government policy initiative.

Key Words Sensemaking; Policy Diffusion; Policy Initiative; Policy Reinvention; Resources of
Legitimacy

Adaptation Mechanisms and Effectiveness of Digital Supervision from a Task-Technology Fit
Perspective; A Multi-Case Study of Digital Platforms — «+eeeeeeeeeeeeeeeennens Rui Wang & Chenyu Shi
Abstract The rise of digital platforms has significantly transformed power supervision mechanisms.
However, much existing research remains focused on digital empowerment and technology-centric
narratives. Drawing on task-technology fit theory, this study examines how digital supervision operates
in practice. Using a multi-case comparative approach, it analyzes how the technological features of
digital platforms adapt to the task requirements of power supervision. Findings reveal that digital
supervision involves more than technology adoption—it is a dynamic process of interaction, continuous
adaptation, and organizational optimization. Power supervision demands broad coverage, high
specialization, and intensive collaboration across vertical and horizontal dimensions. In response, the
information integration, modularity, and interactivity of digital platforms align well with these needs.

The closer the fit between technology and task, the more effective the supervision—reflected in lower
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costs, increased precision, and greater sustainability. This study advances theoretical insights into
power supervision and digital governance and supports the practical enhancement of digital oversight in
specific contexts.

Key Words Power Supervision; Digital Platforms; Task-technology Fit; Adaptation Mechanism

How Do Contractual and Relational Governance Mechanisms Affect Outsourcing Performances?

..................................................................... Peishan Tong, Chunkui Zhu & Yu Zheng
Abstract In recent years, contractual governance and relational governance have been extensively
studied topics in the field of project management. However, quantitative research examining the
alignment between these two governance mechanisms remains limited. This paper addresses this gap by
developing a conceptual model that analyzes the impact of contractual and relational governance
mechanisms on governance performance in outsourcing projects. Based on survey data, hierarchical
regression, polynomial regression, and response surface analysis techniques are employed to delve into
the mechanisms through which these dual governance mechanisms affect outsourcing governance
performance. The study reveals that there are “support” and “compensation” mechanisms between
contractual governance and relational governance, indicating a “complementary” relationship in their
impact on outsourcing governance performance. Optimal performance is achieved under the “strong
contract-strong relationship” governance model when both mechanisms are aligned, with governance
efficacy increasing proportionally to the degree of alignment. In cases of non-alignment, the “high trust-
low completeness” governance model yields better outsourcing governance performance. This paper
enriches the related research on outsourcing project governance, provides empirical evidence for the
relationship and strategic combination between contractual governance and relational governance, and
offers clearer interpretive logic for outsourcing project governance.

Key Words Contractual Governance; Relational Governance; Outsourcing Performance

Institutional Complementarity: Logic of Heterogeneity Reconstruction of Grassroots Law Enforcement
OFGANIZALIONS  ++++++rvrereessmnrenes sttt Guiren Ye & Dongmei Hu
Abstract The key to comprehensive administrative law enforcement reform at the grassroots level lies
in organizational restructuring, but the results of restructuring do not necessarily tend to be
homogeneous. Drawing on an institutional-action analytical framework, this paper examines local
governments that adopted strategies of policy compliance and policy adaptation to shape the logic of
heterogeneity in organizational restructuring by multiple cases. It is found that under the same
institutional arrangement, the heterogeneity of grassroots law enforcement organizational restructuring is
influenced by three factors: historical orientation, legitimacy as the premise and effectiveness as the
core. Specifically, institutional legacy constraints serve as the logical starting point for local governments
to achieve heterogeneity in organizational restructuring, policy space grants behavioral legitimacy, and
resource structure alignment ensures behavioral effectiveness. Historically distinet reforms, as
institutional legacies, constitute exogenous complementarity,, while policy space and resource structure,,
as policy and resource elements in organizational restructuring, form endogenous complementarity.
Together, they create structural institutional complementarity, thereby driving heterogeneity in
organizational restructuring. Notably, such heterogeneity is not a sign of governance failure but rather the
empirical outcome of institutional system elasticity and localized resource embeddedness. From the
perspective of institutional complementarity, this research reveals how local governments strive to strike a

balance between a unified system and effective governance, deepening the understanding of the diversity
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of local governments’ responsive behaviors in administrative reforms and the heterogeneity of organizational
restructuring. These findings enrich theoretical explanations of organizational behavioral logic.
Key Words Comprehensive Law Enforcement; Organizational Restructuring; Institutional Legacy;

Policy Space; Resource Structure

The Impact of Social Pension Benefits on the Fertility Decisions of Offspring: An Examination Based on
the New Rural Pension SCHeme ««««ceceeeeenreeneeenemmnenteenanieaeenaenns Lin Guo & Feng Wang
Abstract Using data from the China Family Panel Studies (CFPS) , this paper empirically examines
the impact of parental pension benefits, represented by the New Rural Pension Scheme ( NRPS), on
the fertility decisions of their adult children. The findings indicate that parental receipt of NRPS benefits
significantly reduces the likelihood of childbearing among their adult children, with the probability of
childbirth in the past year decreasing by an average of 3. 4% to 10. 7%. This effect is more pronounced
in adult children living in rural areas. Mechanism analysis indicates that NRPS benefits reduce
grandparents’ involvement in intergenerational childcare, thereby weaking their role in sharing the costs
of childrearing for the younger generation. Further analysis shows that the impact of NRPS receipt is
especially significant for adult children whose parents live in communities without elderly care facilities
and for those with relatively higher incomes. The study highlights the tension between the
“defamilialization” of elder care and the persistent familization of childrearing responsibilities. The
findings contribute to a deeper understanding of how pension systems influence individual fertility
behavior and offers policy insights for improving the pension system and fostering a more fertility-friendly
society.

Key Words New Rural Pension Scheme; Fertility Decisions; Family Grandparenting

Heterogeneous Effects of Nudge: Comparative Analysis Based on Interaction Effect Models and Machine
Learning Algorithms  +e«eeeeeeeesmmrrenniniii Yan Li, Wenjin Chen & Shuwei Zhang
Abstract  Analyzing the heterogeneous effects of nudges is highly valuable. This study reviews the
research pathways, analytical frameworks, and evaluation methods related to the heterogeneous effects of
nudges. Based on online experimental data from the context of “wedding hazing” governance, it uses
interaction effect models and machine learning algorithms to identify potential heterogeneity factors of
nudges and provides a comparative analysis of the results. The results showed that; (1) Using
interaction effect models alone to estimate the heterogeneous effects of nudge shows limitations. It is
recommended to combine these models with machine learning algorithms, which can improve the
accuracy in identifying the multiple heterogeneity effects and enable a more scientific evaluation.
(2) Relying solely on main effects is inadequate for accurately measuring the effectiveness of nudges;
therefore, addressing the multiple heterogeneous effects of behavioral interventions is crucial.
(3) Integrating multidimensional heterogeneity variables in analyzing individual intervention effects is
essential for developing a systematic understanding of the heterogeneous effects of nudge. In conclusion,
to provide empirical evidence for the design and optimization of nudge, it is necessary to analyze the
heterogeneous effects of nudge based on a three-dimensional analytical framework of “nudge type-
individual characteristics-situational factors,” integrating both theory-driven and data-driven evaluation
paths, and considering a comprehensive set of characteristic factors.

Key Words Nudge; Heterogeneous Effects; Interaction Effect Model; Machine Learning; Multiple

Heterogeneity
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Evaluation and Optimization of Housing Voucher Resettlement Model under the Background of New
Urbanization: An Analysis Based on Agent-Based Modeling +-«+veeeeeeeeeeeieeeeaeinnn. Xiaomei Sun
Abstract The efficiency and effectiveness of resettlement in urban village redevelopment are pivotal for
the high-quality development of the real estate and housing security sectors. Against the backdrop of
new urbanization, the housing voucher resettlement model expands housing options for displaced
residents, facilitates targeted inventory reduction for local governments, and alleviates fiscal pressures,
thereby promoting a dynamic equilibrium between urban renewal and market vitality. This study adopts
Guangzhou’s housing voucher resettlement as a case study, extracting key variables from the current
policy framework through semi-structured interviews and constructing an Agent-Based Model ( ABM) by
using NetlLogo. The research investigates the equilibrium of the housing voucher market through eight
computational simulation experiments, analyzing three dimensions; the macro policy environment,
meso-level policy design, and micro-level target groups. It indicates that the initial quantity of housing
vouchers exerts limited influence on the market, whereas factors such as the proportion of speculative
vouchers, net benefits of vouchers, and growth thresholds are critical to market stability. Moderate
government intervention enhances market stability, but excessive intervention may impair its self-
regulating capacity. This study systematically examines the multidimensional influencing factors and
dynamic interaction mechanisms of housing voucher resettlement policies, providing a theoretical
framework for optimizing resettlement strategies. Policy recommendations include strengthening
incentives in policy implementation and improving the transparency of voucher-related information.

Key Words Housing Voucher Resettlement; New Urbanization; Agent-Based Modeling; NetLogo

@ THEORETICAL REVIEWS
Policy Regime Theory: Theoretical Origins, Analysis Framework and Application Scenario
.......................................................................................... Lei Teng & Dianli Wang
Abstract The emergence of boundary-spanning problem has increased the complexity of the policy
process. In response to the limited explanatory power of existing policy process theories, scholars like
Peter J. May have further developed the policy regime theory, emphasizing the need to collaborate
across subsystem boundaries and solve governance challenges by building policy action communities,
also known as policy regime. This theory encompasses three core elements: ideas, interests, and
institutional arrangements, revealing how the policy action community influences policy outcomes, and it
uses the legitimacy, coherence, and durability of policies as evaluation dimensions, providing standards
for judging the strength of policy regimes and the effectiveness of policies. Currently, policy regime
theory is widely applied in various policy contexts to analyze the process of policy change, clarify the
logic of policy operations, explore the moderating role of policy feedback in the functioning of policy
process, and reveal how policy regimes influence policy processes and politics. In terms of research
methodology, existing studies primarily adopt case studies and content quantitative analysis, with some
applying regression analysis. The research interests are diverse, contributing new insights to the field of
policy science. This theory can be applied in China to analyze the dynamics of the policy process,
research cross-bounder cooperation in public policy, assess and mitigate risks in policy reforms, and
support the localization of theoretical research through empirical methods.
Key Words Policy Regime Theory; Policy Subsystem; Policy Feedback; Boundary-Spanning

Problem; Cross-Border Cooperation
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