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Abstract In this review article the author classified the research on the developmental
states based on three great theoretical debates over the issue of the necessity and efficacy
of state intervention. In the first debate scholars disagreed about whether state
intervention especially for the latecomers was necessary. The relative effectiveness of
the market vis-i-vis the state in facilitating economic growth was the main focus. The
second debate explored the premises of successful state intervention such as state
capacity state autonomy and how the state interacted with society. In the third debate
the timing of state intervention became the issue. Should the state intervene only in the
early catching-up stage or throughout the leading stage? China became the central case
in the third debate. Therefore scholars should bring together the theoretical literature
and the Chinese experience to further develop the theory of developmental states. To that
end it is appropriate to review the three great theoretical debates in the literature of
developmental states.
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