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China’s Internet Public Opinion and Local Government Responses: A Study of the
Annual Report on Public Opinion in China ( 2009 -2013)
........................................................................... Donglin Han & Yabo Wu
Abstract Using data from the Annual Report on Public Opinion in China ( 2009 -
2014) this study analyzes the relationship between Internet public opinions and local
governmental responsiveness. It was found that both the nature of the public events and
the characters of local governments could affect the possibility and timing of a government
response. First the particular heat of a public affair could pressure the government to
respond although different types of events may be treated differently. Second the level
of a local government influencesits response rate; both county and municipal governments
hadcomparatively higher response rates. It was also found that both the type and the heat
of public opinion were more efficient in terms of response time especially for municipal
and county governments.
Key Words  Online Public Sentiments; Public Opinion; Government Response;

Quantitative Research Methods

@ THEORETICAL REVIEWS
How to Balance Efficiency and Legitimacy? —A Research Review of Forty Years of

Government Regulation on Labor Relations since China’s Reform and Opening Up

Abstract Research studies of Chinese government regulation of labor relations are
related in several ways. Some studies focused on the Chinese government’s goal of
balancing efficiency and legitimacy through establishing periodic goals and dividing
practical responsibilities between the central and local governments. Although regulatory
practice has four forms—laissez — faire legislation governance administrative
intervention—it takes time to establish a governance pattern. It is suggested that this
time factor may help explain Chinese labors lack of collective rights. But government
regulation cant build a power balance between labor and capital by the individual
regulation method. However some researchers have stated there does exist a certain
degree of balance between labor and capital. From the perspective of those related
research studies the Chinese government didnot achieve its regulatory goal because it
did not adopt the collective regulation method. However those related research studies

mainly analyzedregulatory structuresand paid little attention to the actors involvedor the
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